The Future Common Agricultural Policy towards 2020:
A Statement of Polish environmental, agricultural and social NGOs
on the Future CAP towards 2020
Organisations:


Augustowsko-Podlaskie Stowarzyszenie Eko-Rolników im. Ludwika Paca i Karola
Brzostowskiego (Ludwik Paca and Karol Brzostowski Association of Organic Farmers of the
Augustowskie and Podlasie region)



Beskidzkie Stowarzyszenie Produkcji Ekologicznej i Turystyki BEST PROEKO (Beskidy
Association for Organic Production and Tourism “BEST PROEKO”)



Eurogroup for Animals



Fundacja INDIGENA (INDIGENA Foundation)



Fundacja Partnerstwo dla Środowiska (“Partnership for the Environment” Foundation)



Instytut na rzecz Ekorozwoju (The Institute for Sustainable Development)



Instytut Spraw Obywatelskich (The Civil Affairs Institute)



Międzynarodowa Koalicja dla Ochrony Polskiej Wsi (International Coalition to Protect the Polish
Countryside)



Ogólnopolskie Towarzystwo Ochrony Ptaków (Polish Society for the Protection of Birds)



Polska Akcja Humanitarna (Polish Humanitarian Action)



Polska Zielona Sieć (Polish Green Network)



Stowarzyszenie „Centrum Promocji Ekorozwoju” (“Centre for the Promotion of Sustainable
Development” Association)



Stowarzyszenie Artystyka (Artystyka Association)



Stowarzyszenie Gospodarstw Ekologicznych „Truskawka” (Association of Organic Farms –
Strawberry)



Stowarzyszenie Inżynierów i Techników Wodnych i Melioracyjnych - Sekcja Główna Łąkarzy i
Torfiarzy (Association of Water and Irrigation Engineers and Technicians – Main Section of
Cultivation of Meadows and Peatlands)



Stowarzyszenie Ład na Mazowszu (“Order in Masovia” Association)



Stowarzyszenie na rzecz Niezależnych Mediów i Edukacji Społecznej (The Association for
Independent Media and Civic Education)



Stowarzyszenie Polska Wolna od GMO (The Coalition for a GMO Free Poland)



Stowarzyszenie Producentów Żywności Metodami Ekologicznymi Ekoland (Association of
Organic Food Producers EKOLAND)



Stowarzyszenie Przyjazna Komunikacja (“Friendly Communication” Association)



Warszawskie Ekospotkania (Warsaw Green Drinks)




WWF Polska (WWF Poland)



Zielony Instytut (The Green Instistute)

Zachodniopomorski Oddział Stowarzyszenia Producentów Żywności Metodami Ekologicznymi
EKOLAND (Westpomeranian Association of Organic Food Producers EKOLAND)
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Związek Zawodowy Rolników Ekologicznych św. Franciszka z Asyżu ,,serceEKOziemi” (St. Francis of
Assisi Trade Union of Organic Farmers “heartEcoearth”)

have adopted the following common statement, prepared with reference to the ongoing EU CAP reform
process, the future of EU agriculture and of rural areas.
The current social and environmental effects of the CAP imply that fundamental changes are
indispensable.
As we feel a shared responsibility for the future of rural areas in Poland and in Europe, we are presenting
proposals for keeping the best in the EU and Polish rural policies, while effectively reforming such
aspects that have caused a reduction in the trust of consumers and producers towards the CAP in recent
years.
This statement is an expression of solidarity with environmental, agricultural, animal welfare and
consumer rights institutions and organisations which are lobbying for sustainable development of rural
areas in the European Union. Such development should be based on the co-operation between farmers
and consumers. It should also secure jobs and fair remuneration for high-quality products, services and be
friendly to the environment, animal welfare and consumer health.
We support the aims of the reform mentioned in the European Commission’s Communication to the
European Parliament, the European Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the
Committee of the Regions, “the CAP towards 2020: meeting the food, natural resources and territorial
challenges of the future” from 18th November 2010, namely:
 To maintain food production potential throughout the EU, so as to guarantee long-term food
security for European citizens and to contribute to growing world food demand.
 To support farming communities that provide the European citizens with quality, value and
diversity of food, produced sustainably pursuant to requirements concerning the environment, water
resources, health and welfare of animals, plant health and public health.
We agree with the Commission’s Communication that “the future CAP should contain a greener and
more equitably distributed first pillar and financial support should be targeted exclusively at active
farmers and remunerate the collective services they provide to society.”
Our views are to a large extent concurrent with the ARC's (Agricultural and Rural Convention ARC
2020) Communication to the EU institutions. Our priorities include support for sustainable agriculture,
organic production, promoting sustainable renewable energy, nature conservation, protection of the
Earth's natural resources, biodiversity and sustainable water use, preserving rural landscapes and cultural
heritage, fair incomes for farmers, improving the quality of life for rural communities and their access to
services, food safety, food sovereignty, supporting small and family farms, high standards of animal
welfare, defending high food quality, creating local systems of food production and supply,
strengthening consumer rights and promoting public health, solidarity with developing
countries, promoting fair trade, rewarding public goods provided by agriculture, supporting agriculture in
mountainous areas, achieving integrated territorial development, promoting research and educational
programmes and many other related issues.
With respect to the aims of the reformed CAP we want to particularly emphasise our support for small
and family farms, which are the basis of European agriculture. Generally, it is necessary to assure equity
in the levels of payments for agricultural producers in all EU countries and to treat farmers equally
regardless of the areas of their farmlands. There should be limits to the amount of payments so as to put
an end to the unfair distribution of the majority of financial resources to the biggest farms. We believe
that a new system of subsidies should be socially responsible, i.e. payments ought to motivate producers
to maintain and enhance the standards of environmental protection as well as being linked to the labour
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force employed on farms. Subsidies should not refer to historical yields or to acreage, since farmers often
do not allot the whole area of their farms for food production.
Objective 1. Profitable food production
Subsidies for farms should be maintained, but we believe that public funds (coming also from the poorest
tax payers) should not support industrial-style production which is harmful for the environment (water
and air contamination, soil erosion), society (exclusion of small producers from the market), health (lowquality food) and which does not meet the standards of animal welfare. It is indispensable to support
small and family farms as well as farms located in less favoured areas in order to maintain local
agricultural production and to ensure income for farmers’ families. A special support should be provided
for organic and traditional production as these are the systems assuring the highest quality of food and a
good state of the environment.
Due to the fact that methods of animal husbandry and standards of animal welfare constitute essential
elements of quality, farmers should receive support from the first pillar provided they abide by statutory
provisions. Additional subsidies ought to be targeted at those who meet higher requirements that would
fulfil consumers’ expectations and simultaneously increase the competitiveness of production. Payments
on account of animal welfare and sustainable breeding should be implemented obligatorily as part of the
Axis II animal welfare measure, with a specified budget for this purpose in all programmes concerning
rural development.
In a time of world food crisis, high prices and the perspective of growing demand for food, public
finances should not be allotted to set-aside schemes, especially not to fallow maintained by herbicides,
since it would be irresponsible to continue with the financing of the EU activities contributing to high
prices of food in Europe. Support should be provided for local food production and stimulation of
revitalisation of local markets and for short distribution chains and direct access of farmers/producers’
cooperatives to consumers. Public attention has to be drawn to the ineffectiveness of the current CAP in
the global context. Import of agricultural raw material and of fodder from developing countries results in
an increasing ecological footprint and destruction of tropical forests. Dumping prices for exported EU
food, huge export subsidies and import levies restrict competitiveness of farms in the Global South and
lead them to bankruptcy.
The reformed CAP should promote food security and sustainable agriculture in Europe with respect to
a global EU responsibility so as not to violate the rights of populations in other countries to determine
their own food and agricultural systems according to their own needs. All payments within the CAP
should precisely adapt to the demand of the European market. Both export of subsidised European
products to developing countries and maintenance of prices significantly beneath the cost of production
have to be treated as illegal dumping, which eliminates local farmers from the market and destroys local
production. At the same time, the CAP should not contribute to establishing or maintaining unsustainable
models of agriculture such as industrial soya monocultures for fodder or plants for biofuels, which have
damaging effects on local ecosystems and involve among others mass deforestation and aggravation of
climate change.
Additionally, it is necessary to implement understandable, exhaustive and reliable food labelling as
regards origins, producers, methods of production and of processing. Another requirement is the
promotion of campaigns for protection and diversity of species, for exploitation of traditional
knowledge and against food waste.
Objective 2: Sustainable management of natural resources and action for climate
The future CAP must provide public goods for public money and the “polluter pays” principle should
become the basis of allocation of all funding within the CAP.
Support from public finances should be channelled only to active farmers who conduct such agricultural
production that is sustainable as regards:

3

 economy – by producing high-quality food for reasonable prices
 society – by providing jobs and income for farmers families,
 environment – by conforming to the environmental protection regulations and directives,
especially protection of soil, water, air, animal welfare, biodiversity and landscape.
A new, reformed CAP should be based on an environmentally-friendly and fair division of funds from the
first pillar. We are in favour of the Commission’s proposal of a “greening component” obligatory for
every farmer who receives subsidies under the first pillar. The “greening component” should involve crop
rotation, permanent pasture and allocation of 10% of a farm for so-called Environmental Protected Area,
e.g. hedges, green cover, field margins and ,ponds. Compensation for Natura 2000 areas should be
incorporated into the first pillar of the future CAP. The second pillar should strongly support organic
agriculture, high nature value agriculture, including Natura 2000 areas.
Therefore, we oppose support for industrial agriculture - monocultures and large-scale animal farms since they ruin biodiversity. They also pose a risk to the market position of small farms, bring about
unemployment and loss of income for farmers’ families. They do not produce high-quality food and
contribute to the suffering of animals. Industrial agriculture creates a negative impact on the environment,
exacerbates climate change and degrades the soil, water and air. We advocate shifting to extensive
husbandry and we demand a clear evaluation of how particular policies proposed by the European
Commission will affect animal welfare.
Objective 3: Sustainable territorial development
Agricultural production that is economically, socially and environmentally sustainable can secure longterm territorial development of rural areas. Gradual disappearance of extensive agriculture and of local
markets has already caused unemployment in the agricultural sector and out-migration of young people,
especially of women, from villages to towns and abroad. If this negative trend is not halted, rural areas
will be increasingly jeopardised by depopulation, which will weaken the whole social structure of rural
areas. Therefore, support must be provided for developing sustainable agriculture which, although it may
be more labour-intensive, results in increased employment. The diversification of products and services
should also be promoted in rural areas as an additional source of income for farmers and rural citizens. In
this way, the countryside will remain an attractive place to live, work and relax, for townspeople too.
With respect to our expectations and those of all EU citizens, we require a vast assortment of food,
including local, high-quality products which conform to the norms of safety, quality, environmental
protection, rural-urban links and animal welfare. In conclusion, we support reforming the CAP to make it
more sustainable and fair.

The project was organized with the financial assistance of the European Union. The contents of this event are the sole responsibility of
Heinrich Böll Foundation, Glopolis and Misereor and can under no circumstances be regarded as reflecting the position of the
European Union.

4

Fundacja Partnerstwo dla Środowiska
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